
Westfield High School:  Grade 10 Summer Reading List 2017 

 

 

The Boys in the Boat by Daniel Brown 
 
Tells how in 1936 the University of Washington's eight-oar crew, composed of the sons of loggers, 
shipyard workers, and farmers who had mastered collegiate rowing, went on to the Berlin Olympics 
where they defeated Adolf Hitler's German team to achieve the Olympic gold medal. 
Lexile: Adult  Genre: Non-fiction, history 
 

 

Popular  by Maya van Wagenen 
 
Presents a memoir of a one year social experiment in which teen author Maya Van Wagenen followed 
a 1950's popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. 
Lexile: 730  Genre: Biography 

 

Michael Vey by Richard Paul Evans 
 
Fourteen-year-old Michael discovers he has special electrical powers and, with the help of his best 
friends, becomes aware that there are other teens with similar powers, but something or someone is 
hunting them and, after Michael's mother is kidnapped, he will need to rely on his powers and his 
friends to rescue his mom, protect himself, and save the others. 
Lexile: HL 500  Genre: Science fiction/Adventure fiction 
 

 

Unstoppable  by Tim Green 
 
Foster child Harrison, who dreams of playing in the NFL, is happy when he is put into a home with 
loving parents and a foster father who is a football coach, but, after becoming the star running back 
and suffering an injury, a cancer diagnosis threatens to ruin his future. 
Lexile: 730  Genre: Realistic fiction/Sports 

 

The Salt in the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 
 
Told in alternating points of view, this masterful work of historical fiction is inspired by the real-life 
tragedy that was the sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff—the greatest maritime disaster in history.  Ruta 
Sepetys unearths a shockingly little-known casualty of a gruesome war, and proves that humanity and 
love can prevail, even in the darkest of hours 
Lexile:  HL 560  Genre:  Historical fiction 
 

 

An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir 
 
"Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of the Martial Empire. When her brother is arrested 
for treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave at the empire's greatest military academy in exchange for 
assistance from rebel Scholars who claim that they will help to save her brother from execution" 
Lexile: HL 680  Genre: Fantasy 

 

The Sun Is Also A Star by Nicola Yoon 
 
Natasha, whose family is hours away from being deported, and Daniel, a first generation Korean 
American who strives to live up to his parents' expectations, unexpectedly fall in love and must 
determine which path they will choose in order to be together. 
Lexile:  HL 650 Genre:  Romance fiction 



 Shaken by Tim Tebow 
 
In this powerful book, Heisman Trophy winner Tim Tebow passionately shares glimpses of his journey 
staying grounded in the face of disappointment, criticism, and intense media scrutiny.  
Lexile: 740  Genre: Non-fiction 
 
 

 LAB Girl by Hope Jahren   
 
“Jahren has built three laboratories in which she's studied trees, flowers, seeds, and soil. She tells 
about her childhood in rural Minnesota with an uncompromising mother and a father who encouraged 
hours of play in his classroom's labs; about how she found a sanctuary in science, and the 
disappointments, triumphs and exhilarating discoveries of scientific work. Yet at the core of this book 
is the story of a relationship Jahren forged with Bill, who becomes her lab partner and best friend. 
Their sometimes rogue adventures in science take them over the Atlantic to the ever-light skies of the 
North Pole and to tropical Hawaii, where she and her lab currently make their home"--OCLC. 
Lexile: 1240  Genre:  Non-fiction/Biography 
 

 

American Sniper by Chris Kyle 
 
Chris Kyle, a Navy SEAL, recounts his life and military experiences, discusses his record for the most 
career sniper kills in United States military history and the bounty placed on his head by Iraqi 
insurgents, provides an eye-witness account of war in Iraq, shares the strains of war on his marriage 
and family, and honors his fellow soldiers. 
Lexile:  Adult  Genre: Biography 

   I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson 
 
“Fraternal twins and burgeoning artists Jude and Noah are inseparable until puberty hits and they find 
themselves competing for boys, a spot at an exclusive art school, and their parents' affections. Told in 
alternating perspectives and time lines, with Noah's chapters taking place when they are 13 and Jude's 
when they are 16, this novel explores how it's the people closest to us who have the power to both 
rend us utterly and knit us together.”—School Library Journal 
Lexile:  HL 740  Genre: Realistic fiction 
 

 The Given Day by Dennis Lehane 
 
Set in Boston at the end of the First World War, The Given Day tells the story of two families--one 
black, one white--swept up in a maelstrom of revolutionaries and anarchists, immigrants and ward 
bosses, Brahmins and ordinary citizens, all engaged in a battle for survival and power. Focuses on the 
Boston Police Strike of 1919. 
Lexile:  Adult  Genre: Historical fiction 

 The Absolutely True Diary of A Part-Time Indian by Sheman Alexie 
 
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his 
troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is 
the school mascot. 
Lexile: 600   Genre:  YAL Semi-Autobiographical 
 

 


